Uses of the State Water Plan

(A)  GENERAL USE OF PLAN.--THE STATE WATER PLAN IS INTENDED TO SERVE AS A POLICY AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENT, PROVIDING INFORATION, OBJECTIVES, PRIORITIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AND WEIGHED IN A BROAD RANGE OF STATE, LOCAL AND PRIVATE DECISIONS. THE STATE WATER PLAN IS NOT INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE OR CONTAIN LEGALLY BINDING REGULATIONS, PROHIBITIONS OR PRESCRIPTIONS.

(B) SPECIFIC USES OF PLAN.--AMONG OTHER USES, IT IS INTENDED THAT THE STATE WATER PLAN WILL BE USED TO:

(1) IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE WATER RESOURCE AND WATER SUPPLY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS TO BE CARRIED OUT BY PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

(2) PROVIDE INFORMATION TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DECISION MAKERS REGARDING WATER AVAILABILITY TO HELP GUIDE EFFICIENT INVESTMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

(3) IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPROVING OPERATION OF THIS COMMONWEALTH'S EXISTING WATER RESOURCES INFRASTRUCTURE.

(4) GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMS BY STATE AGENCIES THAT WILL REDUCE THE RISK OF FLOODING, WATER SHORTAGES FROM DROUGHT AND CONFLICTS BETWEEN WATER USERS OR USES.

(5) GUIDE POLICIES ON ACTIVITIES THAT DIRECTLY AND SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF WATER AVAILABLE WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF BALANCING AND ENCOURAGING MULTIPLE USES OF WATER RESOURCES.

(6) EDUCATE PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE REGARDING THE SOURCES AND USES OF WATER IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
